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and mills, but the rebuilding of the economic life of the country
simultaneously with the fight for the frontiers imposed an enor-
mous strain on the young State.
Of questions still open in 1919—the plebiscites, the Eastern
frontier, and Teschen, the last showed itself as intractable as any.
After a cordial meeting at Prague of Paderewski with Masaryk, a
conference was set up on July 20, 1919, at Cracow, Stanislas
Grabski and Udrzal respectively representing Poland and Czecho-
slovakia, but no agreement was reached. Early in September
following, the claims of the two States were argued before the
Supreme Council by Benesh and Dmowski, the result being that
a plebiscite was ordered in Teschen, and in Orava and Spisz, a
decision that pleased neither the Poles nor the Czechoslovaks,
and in the end was inoperative. These questions had their reper-
cussions in the Seym, which Paderewski found more and more
difficult to manage, though he spent himself and his money
lavishly in the service of his country. He had ceased to dominate
the Seym; it dominated him, and his authority crumbled away.
PADEREWSKI RESIGNS
At the beginning of November 1919 Paderewski returned to
Warsaw, after a stay of some length in Paris on the nation's
business. He found the political situation quite beyond his con-
trol. Pilsudski advised him to resign; but he could not persuade
himself that he would be unable to find a solid majority; he tried
and failed. The Left particularly opposed him, and the Right was
lukewarm. A crisis ensued which lasted some weeks; it became
acute when L. Skrzynski, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, clashed with Paderewski, his Chief, and resigned. Sud-
denly, on November 27, the Marshal of the Seym announced
Paderewski's resignation, whereas he was making another attempt
to form a Cabinet. The decision of the Supreme Council, as
November closed, to give to Poland a mandate to administer
Eastern Galicia for twenty-five years was regarded by the Poles
as a severe blow, and in effect finished Paderewski's political
career. At Pilsudski's request Paderewski attempted to form
another combination, but with the same result. Realizing that he

